
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 14 
Northern Kingdom: Israel, ruled by Jeroboam 
Southern Kingdom: Judah, ruled by Rehoboam (Solomon’s Son) 
 
1 Kings 14:1-5 - Jeroboam’s son get sick 
 
Jeroboam sends his wife, in disguise, to the prophet of the 
LORD in Judah, Ahijah.  Perhaps Jeroboam believes Ahijah will 
be favorable to him since he was the one who had prophesied 
Jeroboam would receive the kingdom (1 Kings 11).  Jeroboam 
doesn’t consider that his clear rejection of the LORD will 
come into play, yet clearly his conscience reveals his 
uncertainty.  Rather than going himself, he sends his wife, 
and has her in disguise. Though the eyes of Ahijah had 
become weak, Jeroboam’s life and scheme of his wife were 
not hidden from the the eyes of the LORD. 
 
1 Kings 14:6-14 - Ahijah Denounces Jeroboam’s Kingdom 
 

v. 6 - Ahijah might be near blind but not blind to who is before him and what is going on.  
 

v. 8 - NLT: “I ripped the kingdom away from the family of David and gave it to you. But you have not been like my 
servant David, who obeyed my commands and followed me with all his heart and always did whatever I wanted.” 

 
I Kings 14:15-16 - Denouncement of the Northern Kingdom 
 

The kingdom of Israel will eventually be uprooted and “scattered beyond the Euphrates River”. (v. 15) by the Assyrian 
empire (2 Kings 17:6). 

 
v. 16 - Jeroboam was the king of Israel.  Jeroboam was the one who brought idolatry into the land.  This leads to the 
people of Israel to worship idols too and idolatry fills the land.  As a result the entire nation will be exiled - but the 
LORD wants the king and the nation to know that this is because of Jeroboam.  

 
“...in case you were a bit  dull when you read 1 Kings 14, the writer makes sure you don’t forget Ahijah’s prophecy, for 
he takes its tailpiece (it’s final points), makes it his refrain, and - like a jingle on a radio commercial - drums it into 
your head again and again.  There is no escape; over and over you hear ‘the sins of Jeroboam, which he sinned, and which 
he caused Israel to sin’ (14:16 + 1 Kings 15:26, 30, 34; 16:19, 26; 22:52; 2 Kings 10:31; 13:6, 11; 14:24; 15:18, 24, 28; 
17:21-23).  The first king of the 10 tribes finished them.  The beginning was the beginning of the end.  Jeroboam went 
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bullish and damned a whole people.  The curse of Ahijah’s word hangs over the next 180 years” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus 
On The Bible: 1 Kings”, page 163-164) 

 
Each of us are responsible for our own relationship with God. We can never blame someone else for our own choices and sins.  At 
the same time, those who have been placed in positions of leadership and authority of any kind - are responsible for the people 
they are leading.  Their righteous acts create an environment for more righteous acts and their sins allow for an atmosphere 
where sin is permissible. 
 
Take heed husbands, fathers, parents, pastors, employers, church leaders, presidents, or kings.  Your people are watching you to 
see what is the right way to walk and what is “acceptable” and “allowable” in your “kingdom.”  And while God will hold each 
man responsible for their own choices, He will certainly hold those leading others accountable for this great task. 
 
1 Kings 14:17-20 - Jeroboam (& his child) die 
 

v. 20 - Jeroboam’s son, Nadab becomes king in Israel.  Nadab will become king, but only for 2 years.  The word of Ahijah 
(v. 10-11) will come to past during Nadab’s reign (1 Kings 15:25-30) when he and all the house of Jeroboam will be 
killed. 

 
1 Kings 14:21-24 - Rehoboam’s reign 
 
Literary Note: This is a common trait of the book of Kings.  The narrator will travel north and south, even within one chapter, 
to update the reader on what is going on in each kingdom.  The writer will typically give an opening “summary statement” (ex. 
Verse 21-22) and a closing statement on the king’s reign (ex: 19-20 
 

v. 21-22 - Summary Statement of Rehoboam’s reign. 
 

The nation of Judah, under the leadership of David’s grandson is no different than the nations around them.  They are 
worshipping the same gods and practicing the same evils.  How sad these words are to read.  David reigned for 40 years, 
Solomon for 40 years and now 41 year old Rehoboam is king (for 17 years).   

 
It is interesting that the writer of 1 Kings tells us that Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king (v. 21).  This 
means that Rehoboam was born in the final year of David’s reign and life.  He grew up with his father Solomon as king, 
watching him build the temple and dedicating it to the LORD.  And he also witnessed his father’s decline and 
intermarrying. 

 
1 Kings 14:25-28 - King of Egypt  
 

How quickly the blessings of Solomon’s obedience to God are taken away from his son.  Solomon has peace during his reign 
and began building the temple in his 4th year (1 Kings 6:1).  His son is plundered by Pharaoh in his 5th year. 

 
The nation of Israel left their bondage in Egypt with all of the treasures of Egypt because God inclined the hearts of 
the Egyptians to give it to to the Israelites. 
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Exodus 3:21-22 - "I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you 
go, you will not go empty-handed.  22 "But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in 
her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and 
daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians."  

 
Exodus 12:35-36 - Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had requested from 
the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing;  36 and the LORD had given the people favor 
in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 

 
Why was Judah not totally destroyed?  Why do we have v. 28 tell us that Rehoboam “entered the house of the LORD”?  This is one 
instance where the account recorded in Chronicles can give us some more insight. 
 
1 Kings 14:29 - Reference to Chronicles' Account 
 
2 Chronicles 12:1-14 - Parallel Record of Shishak’s Seige of Judah 
 

Some commentators suggest that Rehoboam paid the Egyptian king off with the treasures from the temple rather than 
Shishak’s military pludering of the house. 

 
1 Kings 14:30-31 - Closing Summary of Rehoboam’s Reign 
 
Some Lessons From 1 Kings 14:  Seek the LORD with all of your heart.  Don’t settle for idols or compromise and reject the one true 
God.  Decide for yourself to give Him your whole heart - despite what your current leaders or forefathers might have done.  You 
are accountable for your life, your choices.  When you chose to live for the LORD, he will honor and care for you.  When you 
reject Him, you are left to the ones you have chosen over him to be your deliverers in time of trouble or on the last day.  
Jeroboam wanted to worship a cow, and when his son was sick and his kingdom in trouble, all that he had was a cow to deliver 
him.  Rehoboam may have sought the LORD when trouble came, but he did not maintain the whole-hearted David-like heart of 
seeking Him.   
 
Both kings had experienced the goodness and mercy of God, yet neither responded to that goodness. The Kings of Judah to come 
will each have that choice.  Be like their father David or be like their father before them.  And we too in many ways have that 
daily choice as well.   
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